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GLRL is an organisation that 
advocates on behalf of lesbian 

and gay communities, alongside our 
bisexual, trans and intersex allies.

 

Dedication
Since 1988, the Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby NSW Inc, (GLRL) 
has been leading the fight for substantive legislative equality 
and social justice for lesbians, gay men and their families in 
NSW.

Throughout the years, the GLRL has provided educative 
resources on lesbian and gay rights to the media, policy makers, 
and the community.

GLRL represents and lobbies at the local, state and national 
level through statewide consultations. We pay tribute to the 
courage and determination of our LGBTI elders, and the 
many challenges they have faced, allowing us to continue our 
advocacy work today. 

We thank the many thousands of people who have contributed 
to, participated in or supported GLRL’s work over the last 28 
years. 

This annual report is dedicated to the roles we have and will 
play in our collective pasts and futures. 

“ “
Content by: Lauren Foy, Chris Pycroft, Rebekah Hitchenson and Ben Crompton | Design by: Ben Crompton
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About 
US

We Lobby politicians, government departments, policy 
makers and the media to redress discrimination against 
our community.

We represent our community at the local, state and 
national level through statewide consultations. Our 
major consultations have highlighted social injustice 
and legal inequality faced by LGBTI people, in areas such 
as relationship recognition, parenting and adoption 
rights, workplace discrimination, the age of consent and 
homophobic violence.

We inform LGBTI communities on how to activate 
their rights. We provide information to the community, 
media and individuals on LGBTI rights and areas of 
discrimination. We refer clients to legal and welfare 
services and direct them to ways to activate their rights.

We empower the community to take action in the push for 
equality. The GLRL runs volunteer working groups which 
organise campaigns and events highlight equality issues.

Our campaigns and advocacy have led to key reforms 
including:

• 1990 – Introduction of Gay and Lesbian Liaison 
Officers (GLLOs) across NSW police stations.

• 1991 – Establishment of the Lesbian and Gay Anti-
Violence Project.

• 1993 – Introduction of homosexual anti-vilification 
legislation.

• 1998 – Establishment of a Gay and Lesbian Liaison 
Officer in the NSW Attorney General’s Department.

• 1999 – Property, hospital, next of kin, inheritance 
and relationship rights for same-sex couples in 
NSW.

• 2003 – Equal age of consent.

• 2004 – First recognition of same-sex relationships 
in federal superannuation legislation.

• 2008 – Recognition of parental status for co-
mothers in NSW.

• 2008 – 58 ’08 federal same-sex reforms: equal de 
facto rights for same-sex couples in areas including 
tax, super, immigration, social security, Medicare, 
aged care, veterans’ and defence entitlements, 
family law and child support.

• 2010 – Introduction of a NSW Relationships 
Register.

• 2010 – Reforms to ensure adoption equality and 
altruistic surrogacy in NSW.

• 2011 – National Human Rights Action Plan 
introduced.

• 2012 – NSW Legislative Council passed a motion 
endorsing marriage equality.

• 2013 - Federal Parliament Introduces Anti 
Discrimination protections inclusive of sexual 
orientation, gender identity and Intersex status. 

• 2014 - Founding Partners of Safe Schools Coalition 
in NSW.

• 2014 - NSW Parliament successfully introduces 
and passes the Crimes Amendment (Provocation) 
Bill 2013 otherwise know as ‘gay panic defence’ be 
removed from the Crimes Act.

• 2014 - NSW Parliament successfully introduces 
The Criminal Records Amendment Bill 
(Historical Homosexual Offences), establishing an 
expungement scheme.

• 2015 - Review of Police oversight in NSW and 
establishment of a new oversight commission 
called the Law Enforcement Conduct Commission 
(LECC).

• 2015 - Developed and launched the National LGBTI 
University Guide.

• 2016 - NSW Parliamentary Apology to the 78er’s.

• 2016 - Undertook Rainbow Votes Federal Election 
campaign.

• 2016 - NSW Parliament Cross Party Working group 
support for Safe Schools in NSW.
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a message
From Your Co-convenors

Since its establishment in 1988, the Gay and Lesbian Rights 
Lobby NSW has played a significant role in the nation’s 
LGBTI cultural identity. An ambitious undertaking at 
the time, it remains a powerful symbol of modern social 
reform for LGBTI people. 

We have made significant contributions to law reform and 
social change, guiding and shaping the private and public 
narratives of rights and freedoms for LGBTI people with 
diplomacy, integrity and collaboration. 

At the same time, the environment in which the Gay and 
Lesbian Rights Lobby operates has evolved in ways that 
were impossible to anticipate at the time of inception. 
Technology, in particular, has advanced at great speed, 
and with it, the needs and expectations of members 
and community alike, have shifted. As we become more 
‘socially connected’ it has been vital to address these 
operational elements to ensure we are able to remain 
connected and in tune. 

In response to challenges like this, we’ve embarked on 
a renewal process to open up discussion on our future 
landscape, to allow more people to engage with our 
performance and transform the nature of the organisation 
to be truly reflective of the circumstances of LGBTI rights 
and reforms in modern times. 

We have seen a shift in the public narrative about how 
rights are sought and have embarked on deep refection 
following Orlando, and what that means for cultures like 
ours in an every increasingly volatile and hostile world. 

We have experienced our own personal threats to safety 
and incomprehensibly try to gauge what this would be 
like in isolated communities as our lives and loves are 
increasingly put under a microscope. 

We have embarked on a staged suite of projects with this 
in consideration, which will ensure the organisation and 
representation we seek to provide remains as relevant in 
the future as it has been until now. We remain mindful that 

we must be balanced with careful project management, 
and above all, our responsibility to remain steady and 
focused in stewardship. 

To manage the intersectionalities and complexities of 
reform, our people and culture need to remain strong. 
We are building an organisation with depth, drive and 
resilience to deliver refreshed strategic priorities that 
better align with the work we understand to be vital to our 
communities’ safety.  

We pay tribute to our volunteers and our Committee of 
Management, whose effort, commitment and resilience 
in adversity underpins our determination to live up to 
the promise of advocating for substantive legislative and 
social change for our communities, in everything we do. 

This year’s annual report looks to outline our achievements 
to date, and agenda going forward through the lens of The 
Brennan Report: In-to the Future, our presence and our 
continued law reform and social justice initiatives. 

We look forward to another progressive year ahead with 
the incumbent Committee of Management. 

Co-Convenors 

Chris PycroftLauren Foy 
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The Brennan Report: 
Into the future

Since its inception in 1988, a core purpose of the Gay & 
Lesbian Rights Lobby (GLRL) has been achieving legal 
equality for lesbians, gay men and their families at a NSW 
state and federal level. 

Over the past two decades the GLRL has been successful in 
lobbying for substantive reform across areas such as age 
of consent, equal de facto rights, adoption and surrogacy, 
provocation, and anti-discrimination law. 

There remain legislative reforms to achieve, principally 
the removal of exemptions for religious organisations 
in anti-discrimination law, and marriage equality. These 
reforms will be hard fought. However we also need to think 
beyond legislative reform. 

Legislative equality is not the same thing as social 
equality, and many of the issues faced by the lesbian and 
gay communities – including increased rates of violence, 
harassment and discrimination; a lack of understanding 
of their legal rights and protections; and poorer physical 
and mental health outcomes – will remain outstanding. 

The GLRL thus needs to consider how it can continue to 
respond to the needs of lesbian and gay (and more broadly 
LGBTI) communities in NSW into the future. 

As a result, we have undertaken an in-depth strategic 
planning project, made possible by the generosity of the 
Brennan Family Foundation. 

The key findings of this consultation project outline 
recommendations by which GLRL have facilitated and 
developed the organisations strategic plan 2016 - 2021. 
These key findings are listed on the opposite page.

Summary 

Responses to the various consultations methods were 
mixed. 

The number of respondents to the individual survey 
(71) was disappointing, and somewhat fewer than the 
typical number of respondents to GLRL survey. It is 
possible that community members were suffering from 
‘survey fatigue’, as several surveys had been sent out by 
organisations including the GLRL in previous months. 
Also possible is the case that a general strategic survey 
may be less appealing to individuals than a survey about a 
specific topic or event (such as an election). Finally, it may 
be the case that distribution methods were not as efficient 
as usual. 

Similarly, the initial response to the first organisational 
survey request was modest. However, subsequent 
telephone interviews allowed us to consider the views of 
some fifty-eight LGBTI organisations representing a wide 
cross-section of community interests. This was an excellent 
outcome and enabled a broad and varied consultation. 

Key stakeholders were selected because of longstanding 
partnerships in legislative, policy and community work, 
and in a couple of cases because they are significant 
sponsors of the GLRL. 

These methods, together with the face-to-face community 
forum, provided a sufficiently diverse range of inputs into 
the consultation. Please visit the GLRL website to view the 
full report. 
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GLRL should retain its current name.

GLRL should maintain its current mandate around gay 
and lesbian issues, and continue to work in partnership 
with bisexual, trans, intersex and other organisations on 
broader LGBTI issues. Constitutional recognition of these 
partnerships may be a way to recognise the importance 
of broader LGBTI issue and the partnership model, while 
maintaining GLRL’s mandate. 

GLRL should continue to focus its efforts of legislative 
reform on discrimination and vilification laws. In addition, 
GLRL should work towards social and policy reform in 
areas addressing homophobia and its impacts on mental 
health, particularly in young people.

GLRL should consider opportunities to promote 
collaboration and discussion among LGBTI organisations 
across Australia. This could include convening national 
roundtables or meetings of LGBTI advocacy organisations. 

GLRL should investigate opportunities to make its work 
more readily available to nonmetropolitan residents. 

In a challenging funding environment, GLRL should 
endeavour to ex-pand its fundraising and marketing 
initiatives in order to achieve greater recognition of, and 
continuing funding for, the work it does in the policy and 
advocacy space.

GLRL should work towards greater representation of 
diversity, both within the organisation and in terms of 
substantive issues addressed. Issues of gender, cultural, 
linguistic diversity and intersectionality are particularly 
relevant. 

The following key findings reflect the views most widely and strongly 
held across the various consultations held across Australia. Key Findings

I

II
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V
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VII
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our
Presence

GLRL has continued to maintain and grow our media 
presence in print, on air and online. We have continued 
to build strong relationships with gay press and have 
continued to extended our reach to mainstream media 
outlets both in print, on radio and online.

We would like to recognise the contribution the LGBTI 
press has made in recognising GLRL’s 28 years of advocacy.
Thank you also to the Star Observer and SX, who continue 
to document the events of our communities with passion 
and flair.

Social presence

We have seen a steady increase in connection via Facebook, 
noting that our main audience in this space are women. 

Website Redesign

GLRL will undertake a complete rebuild of its website in 
coming months. A colourful and visually engaging design 
will be complemented by reworked copy and more tailored 
information that’s regularly updated and seeks to serve 
the organisation’s purposes. The site will serve as an online 
hub for GLRL, promoting key activities, raising awareness 
of past and present projects and setting a clear framework 
for the future. It will also more actively drive member 
recruitment and engagement.

Early work on this major project is under way, with an 
anticipated launch date of the new website set for early 
2017.

Community Presence

We have responded to over 100 request for interview from 
secondary students undertaking research projects. 

We have engaged two journalism students on placement 
from UTS and one law student on placement from UNSW. 

We have made over 50 referrals to Human Rights Agencies 
on behalf of LGBT people seeking asylum. Often these 
requests come via our social media avenues. 

We have participated in and presented as part of (over) 
20 panel discussions ranging from secondary schools, 
universities, community events, youth services and 
groups, international forums, corporate events and 
fundraisers. 

We have actively participated in LGBTI community events 
including Parramatta Pride, Fair Day, Wear it Purple Day, 
Dikes on Bikes Bike and Tattoo Show and Black and White 
Ball, Transgender Remembrance Day, the Orlando Vigil 
and From Sydney With Love.

In print, on radio and on TV

We have continued to stay engaged and develop 
relationships with national and international mainstream 
media outlets about issues relevant to LGBTI communities.
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Star Observer
SX magazine and

Gay News Network
LOTL

The Guardian
The Daily Telegraph

The Sydney Morning Herald
The Age

The Australian 
ABC Radio National

ABC 7.30 Report
ABC News 24

SBS Online and radio
news.com.au

Buzzfeed
The Project Channel Ten

2SER Sydney
3CR Melbourne

2UE
2GB
2WS

2Day FM
Joy FM
Crikey

Newstalk ZB (New Zealand)
performics.com (UK)

OutNews UK 

The GLRL was featured on a number of media outlets over 2015 and 
2016 across Australia, including:Featured on
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SociaL

advocacy, 

Law Reform

The year began with an historic act of NSW Parliament 
that, while it was not about achieving law reform, is too 
significant not to mention. Parliament’s unanimous 
apology to the 78ers, echoed by apologies from the NSW 
Police Force and the Sydney Morning Herald, finally 
conveyed not just regret for the actions surrounding 
Sydney’s first Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras but also 
recognition of the activism of those involved on that night 
and in the nearly four decades since. We believe that the 
78ers were owed not just an apology, but a huge thank 
you, and also acknowledge that the steps we take towards 
equality today were made possible by their courage. 

Throughout the year, we worked towards law reform 
on a number of significant issues for our communities, 
including parenting rights, domestic and family violence 
(DFV) and LBGTI refugees. 

The federal Parliament undertook an Inquiry into the 
regulatory and legislative aspects of international and 
domestic surrogacy arrangements. Whilst acknowledging 
the diversity of views around surrogacy, the GLRL made 
a submission to that Inquiry that strongly advocated for 
several key principles to be considered in surrogacy law 
reform. First, any approach to regulation must be justified 
and likely to achieve its intended purpose; second, it 
must adhere to Australia’s international obligations and 

recognises all families; and, finally, reform should be 
nationally consistent. Our submission sought to ensure 
that any law reform following the Inquiry would progress 
in line with lesbian and gay rights as well as with the 
expectations of the broader community.

The GLRL contributed to a consultation undertaken by 
the NSW Government on the ‘Blueprint for the domestic 
and family violence response in NSW’, as DFV is an issue 
that affects approximately one in three LGBTI couples. 
We drew attention to the particular experiences of DFV 
in LGBTI communities and the targeted policy responses 
required. We also raised these issues in a submission to 
the Senate Inquiry into ‘Domestic violence and Gender 
inequality’.

The GLRL contributed to the Senate Inquiry into the 
conditions and treatment of asylum seekers and refugees 
at the regional processing centres in the Republic of Nauru 
and Papua New Guinea (Commonwealth) as well as an 
Inquiry into Australia’s Humanitarian Intake to draw 
attention to the horrendous plight of LGBTI refugees. 
We also worked with other community organisation to 
raise our concerns about this multifaceted issue, and will 
continue to do so throughout the coming year. 

We also undertook advocacy on these and many other 
issues through our Rainbow Votes campaign for the 
Federal Election. Before July 2, the GLRL worked with 

law reform +
Justice

Following a planning meeting in 2016, the GLRL has identified a number of 
key priorities at each level of government for 2017 and beyondKEY Priorities:

Vilification protections 
A research project to establish qualitative and qualitative 

levels of vilification faced by LGBTI people nationally
The removal of exemptions for faith based organisations 

receiving Commonwealth funding
A national Surrogacy framework 

Marriage Equality
An inclusive PDHPE curriculum 

Blood donation 
The cessation of the National School Chaplaincy Program 

Reinvigoration of a Frame Work for Human Rights in 
Australia

Processing of Asylum seekers, queer and queer friendly 
services for asylum seekers and refugees in Australia, 
UN humanitarian intake, detention and changing the 

conversation within the LGBTIQ Community.

Review of NSW Anti Discrimination legislation
Conversion therapy

Parenting, surrogacy and differential parenting rights
A review of the Expungement Scheme to ensure best 

practice and eq-uitable access
Advocacy for funding of homelessness services for 

LGBTI people 

Advocacy for funding of LGBTI specific mental health 
services 

Domestic and Family Violence
Policing, independent police oversight and scrutiny of 

Operation Parrabell
Advocacy for the retainment of Safe Schools or similar 

programs in NSW 

Street Light Audit in partnership with the City of 
Sydney  and Local relationships

Fe
de

ra
l
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e
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partner organisations to identify key areas of concern for 
the health, safety and wellbeing of our communities. We 
published an issues paper which posed questions to all major 
parties regarding anti-discrimination and vilification 
legislation, relationship recognition, LGBTI youth, 
intersectionality, and health and aging. We sought greater 
engagement with the community with commitments 
for an LGBTI Commissioner and Ministerial Advisory 
Group. These issues were also discussed at our election 
forum in Sydney, where local politicians faced questions 
from the community. Finally, the GLRL urged the LGBTI 
communities and allies to enrol to vote, to ensure positive 
voices for equality were voiced on election day.  

Non Discrimination and vilification

Despite the introduction of groundbreaking federal 
anti-discrimination protection on the grounds of sexual 
orientation, gender identity and intersex status in 2013, 
there remain important gaps in anti-discrimination 
protection at both state and federal levels.

At a federal level, religious organisations continue to 
receive wideranging exemptions from anti-discrimination 
law. This means that a religious school can expel a student 
or fire a teacher on account of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity, and similar discrimination can legally 
occur in hospitals, homelessness and domestic violence 
services. The only exception to this is in the provision 
of federally funded aged care service provision, and we 
will seek to build on this important exception, working 
towards the removal of exceptions in all publicly funded 
service provision at a minimum.

At a state level, similar religious exceptions apply, and 
moreover the Anti Discrimination Act 1977 (NSW) contains 
outdated terminology and does not protect bisexual or 
intersex people at all.

Anti-vilification law also needs to be addressed. There 
is no federal anti-vilification law granting protection 
from vilification on the grounds of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. At a state level, the ‘incitement’ model of 
proving vilification sets the bar at an unreasonably high 
threshold, and in addition the penalties for homosexual 
and transgender vilification are just one-fifth of those for 
racial vilification.

Following the Australian Human Rights Commission’s 
Report, Resilient Individuals: Sexual Orientation, Gender 
Identity and Intersex Rights, which reiterated for a review 
of state laws to bring them into line with federal laws, we 
are confident the NSW act will be modernised, and also 
that the vilification protections will be addressed.

Marriage Equality

GLRL continues to work with our partners, nationally, to 
achieve marriage equality in Australia.

At the Inquiry into The matter of a popular vote, in the 
form of a plebiscite or referendum, on the matter of 
marriage in Australia; we subsequently appeared before 

the inquiry hearing in Canberra alongside our partners.

GLRL argued strongly that the issue of marriage equality 
should be decided by a vote in Parliament, and highlighted 
the potential costs – both to the wellbeing of LGBTI 
Australians (particularly young ones) and economic 
– of a public vote. We welcomed the Committee’s 
recommendation in favour of a decision in Parliament, 
rather than a public vote.

Disappointingly, the position was taken by Government to 
pursue a public vote. GLRL has actively campaigned with 
all sides of parliament to oppose a plebiscite with success. 
We have lobbied NSW Federal politicians and worked 
along side allies to oppose an unworkable and unjust piece 
of legislation. We believe that rejecting this approach 
has changed the nature and public narrative of how we 
advocate for equality. We want equality, but not on unfair 
and unjust terms. We want equality in a way that causes 
the least amount of harm to our communities. We want 
true equality. Nothing more, nothing less. 

We have facilitated a national mental health response to 
the changing and increasing needs of LGBTI people during 
this time of heightened and highly publicised judgement 
of our lives. 

Homophobia and Transphobia in Education

GLRL is a founding partner of the Safe Schools Coalition 
NSW (SSCNSW).

Since launching in July 2014, SSCNSW has incorporated 
over 248 members schools, including public, independent 
and faithbased schools.

The program has reached 60% secondary schools, 22% 
combined and 18% primary schools. 80 (53%) member 
schools in metropolitan areas, 70 (47%) in regional, rural 
and remote.  Further:

• The program has delivered professional 
development sessions to 5,452 teachers and 
education staff;

• 67% of participants attended module 1  
introductory session on sexual and gender 
diversity;

• 27% supported gender transitioning young 
people; and

• These professional development modules are 
BOSTES accredited. 

Assistance is being provided for 44 schools who aren’t 
members in relation to individual support for the school 
to support gender diverse /questioning students, provision 
of referral information or resources. 

Program demand continues to be high for professional 
development and support for schools.

NSW are implementing the recommendations as defined 
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in the Federal Education Minister’s statement on 18 
March 2016. 

What’s changed?

• At the request of the NSW Department of Education, 
NSW school names are no longer identified on the 
Safe Schools Coalition Australia website.  Family 
Planning NSW have received two emails to date 
requesting information about individual schools.

• OMG I’m Queer, OMG My Friend is Queer and Stand 
Out are no longer part of Safe Schools Coalition 
Australia’s resources and haven’t been distributed 
in NSW schools for approximately 6 months.

• Location of resources - Safe Schools Coalition 
Australia’s official resources are now only available 
for download from the Australian Government’s 
Safe Schools Hub, managed by Education Services 
Australia. No resources are hosted on the Safe 
Schools Coalition website.

• All links to external organisations have been deleted 
from the Safe Schools Coalition website, including 
implementing partners such as Family Planning 
NSW.

• The All Of Us resource continues to be available for 
optional use by teachers, with eight lesson plans 
and seven videos. The resource has been amended 
to remove three classroom activities. One further 
activity will be updated to provide clarity on some 
of the terms used. 

• Parental consent - It is a direction of the Australian 
Government that schools communicate with 
parents about any plans to use All Of Us. This aligns 
with existing NSW Department of Education 
policy and parents have an ‘opt out’ parent consent 
processes. As this is delivered by teachers, it is the 
responsibility of the principal to implement this 
approval process.

• Membership - changes are also being introduced 
for signing up as a formal member of Safe Schools 
Coalition Australia, requiring that the school 
principal indicate the agreement of the school’s 
‘parent body’ (or equivalent). Awaiting final 
guidelines from Australian government.

We are grateful to our partners Family Planning NSW (as 
lead agency) and ACON for their work on this project.

Following the introduction of an antisafe schools protest 
petition, we are proactively seeking support via petition 
in support of Safe Schools in NSW, to be presented to the 
NSW Parliament. 

We have successfully engaged the LGBTI Parliamentary 
Friendship group to speak in support of the program 
on a state level and are encouraged that the Minster for 
Education has also expressed his support for the program 
publicly during 2016 budget estimates.  

National LGBTI University Guide

GLRL once again collaborated with the Star Observer, 
Out for Australia, Organisation Intersex International 
Australia and Transgender Victoria in the development 
of the 2016 review of the Australian LGBTI University 
Guide. 

This guide marked the review of an assessment of every 
Australian university on the extent to which it is an 
inclusive and welcoming place for LGBTI students. The 
guide assesses each university on fifteen criteria, and does 
so for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex students 
separately.

The results of this year’s annual review of Australian LGBTI 
University Guide have shown growth in commitment 
to supporting students from all walks of life, especially 
LGBTI people – but there is still some work to do.

With this guide, we hope to support universities to become 
aware of how they can best support students as they 



13

Each year GLRL is proud to recognise those who have significantly assisted and supported LGBTI communities, and 
worked to strengthen the organisation. 

The contributions made by each volunteer of the year and respective hall of fame recipients is an example of a selfless 
commitment and want to advance equality for our communities.  GLRL recognises that contribution by tradition and 
are proud to present the following awards to:

GLRL could not function without the tireless efforts of its volunteers. We would like to acknowledge the contribution 
of the Convenors, Committee of Management, those on the Policy Working Group and others who have volunteered 
their time in a significant way in 2015-2016:

Tom Anderson, Nick Atikins, Cec Busby, Ben Crompton, Libby Douglas, Lauren Foy,  Jordan Hardy, Rebekah 
Hitchenson, Simon Levitt, Benjamin Oh, Chris Pycroft.

GLRL VOLUNTEERs +
AWARDS

Benedict Brook

Volunteer of the 
Year

Dr Senthorun 
Raj

Hall of Fame

transition from school to university in a way that supports 
personal development, and as young people begin to shape 
their identities as adult learners. 

The guide (www.lgbtiuniguide.org.au) has been accessed 
many times online, and was featured by many national 
and even international media outlets. The participating 
organisations expect the guide will continue to be released 
annually.

Additional Work Undertaken by GLRL 

We have also been active on several other fronts. GLRL 
made policy contributions in the areas of Homelessness, 
Revenge Porn criminal law reform, Domestic and 
Family Violence, Assisted Reproductive Technology and 

Surrogacy, Refugee and Asylum Seekers, Mental Health. 

Further details have been outlined in our Law Reform 
report. 

We note in particular the following activities:

• Policing; Operation Parrabell and independent 
police oversight

• Harm Minimisation; ceasing of the use of drug 
dogs in NSW

• Extinguishment review; public education and 
collaboration with ICLC and ACON to call for the 
review of the scheme by the Department of Justice.
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Financial
Report

Despite it proving a difficult year financially for the 
organisation, the Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby in the 
2015-16 financial year recorded a small operating surplus 
of $4,474, an improved result from a small loss in the 
previous financial year (a loss of $1,475).

Revenue was down considerably during this financial 
year, which required the organisation to carefully review 
expenditure. It is due to this, that despite increased 
campaigning costs (through the launch of the LGBTI 
University Guide as well as the Rainbow Votes election 
campaign), GLRL did not occur a loss in this financial year.

Financial and operational sustainability continues to be 
a priority for the organisation, particularly in light of a 
significant increase in campaigning efforts during the 
federal election, as well as on key politicial issues such as 
marriage equality and Safe Schools. 

It is expected that the 2016-17 financial year will see 
improved results, following a promising start to the year.

Following the completion of consultation work and the 
development of the organisation’s strategic direction, 
GLRL will undertake further work in this financial year 
to identify new funding opportunities that align with 
priorities identified by stakeholders, membership and the 
gay and lesbian community.

I would also likely to acknowledge the Committee of 
Management for the past 12 months, with a special 
acknowledgement to Co-Convenor Lauren Foy, 
Committee member Jordan Hardy, as well as Nick Atkins 
and Seamus May. Their efforts have ensured that the GLRL 
has been able to continue operationally during a period of 
transition for the organisation.

Finally, a thank you to organisations and individuals who 
continue to support the Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby.  It 
is because of the many hours that you volunteer and the 
financial contributions that you make that the Gay and 
Lesbian Rights Lobby is able to remain an independent 
organisation that continues to fight for our legal rights 

and protections. We could not operate without you, and 
now more than ever, your support is so greatly appreciated.

Chris Pycroft
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Financial
Statement

Income   
   Cloakrooms    
   Donations   
       Member Donations   
       Non-member Donations  
   Total Donations   
   Grants  
   Interest   
   Membership Fees   
      Full Membership   
      Concession Membership 
   Total Membership Fees   
Total Income   
   
Expenses   
   Administration and Office  
   Human Resources  
   Marketing and Media   
   Campaign and Events   
   Insurances   
   Finance   
   Information Technology   
   Internet and Phone Services  
   Merchandise   
Total Expenses   
   
Net Surplus / (Deficit)   

$700.00
$11,702.50

$1,109.05
$95.48

$375.80

$12,402.50
$27,852.63

$36.62

$1,204.53

$20,162.12
$10,651.54

$630.90
$2,211.51

$1,481.31
$390.41
$692.95
$952.48
$223.95

$41,872.08

$37,397.17

$4,474.91
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